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Sermon Brief
Text: 1 Thess. 4:13-5:11

Title: When Jesus Comes
Lorin L. Cranford

INTRODUCTION
 Of the many slogans coming out of WWII perhaps the best remembered one is “I shall return.” Issued by 
Gen. Douglas MacArthur when forced to leave the Philippines, that promise became a source of hope and 
inspiration to Americans and Filipinos alike during the hard months that followed. True to his promise Gen 
MacArthur kept his promise and did return to drive out the hated enemy. Peace and liberty came to that group 
of Pacific islands.
 Our Lord made a similar promise to His disciples. In the upper room the night before his death, he said 
to them, “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself, that where I am, 
there you may be also” (John 14:3). And He will keep that promise. Of that we can be absolutely certain.
 In our continuing series on “Last Things” we focus today on the Second Coming of Christ. Clearly the 
specific details of this event are not easy to sort out from the pages of the New Testament. The complexity 
of the biblical materials related to the return of Christ are substantial. What I want to do today is simply to 
highlight some of the basic affirmations of scripture regarding this theme. 
 The most detailed depiction of this event in the New Testament is given by the apostle Paul to the church 
at Thessalonica in his first letter to them. Hear what he had to say in 1 Thess. 4:13 - 5:11.

 4.13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, 
so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 15 For this we 
declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, 
will by no means precede those who have died. 16 For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with 
the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together 
with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage 
one another with these words.
 5.1 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have 
anything written to you. 2 For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a 
thief in the night. 3 When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come 
upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4 But you, 
beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5 for you are all children of light 
and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6 So then let us not fall asleep as oth-
ers do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 7 for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are 
drunk get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate 
of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God has destined us not for wrath but 
for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, so that whether we are 
awake or asleep we may live with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, 
as indeed you are doing.
	 4.13Ouj	qevlomen	de;	uJma'"	ajgnoei'n,	ajdelfoiv,	peri;	tw'n	koimwmevnwn,	i{na	mh;	luph'sqe	kaqw;"	kai;	oiJ	
loipoi;	oiJ	mh;	e[conte"	ejlpivda.	4.14eij	ga;r	pisteuvomen	o{ti	!Ihsou'"	ajpevqanen	kai;	ajnevsth,	ou{tw"	kai;	
oJ	qeo;"	tou;"	koimhqevnta"	dia;	tou'	!Ihsou'	a[xei	su;n	aujtw'/.	
	 4.15Tou'to	ga;r	uJmi'n	levgomen	ejn	lovgw/	kurivou,	o{ti	hJmei'"	oiJ	zw'nte"	oiJ	perileipovmenoi	eij"	th;n	
parousivan	tou'	kurivou	ouj	mh;	fqavswmen	tou;"	koimhqevnta":	4.16	o{ti	aujto;"	oJ	kuvrio"	ejn	keleuvsmati,	
ejn	fwnh'/		ajrcaggevlou	kai;	ejn	savlpiggi	qeou',	katabhvsetai	ajp!	oujranou'	kai;	oiJ	nekroi;	ejn	Cristw'/	
ajnasthvsontai	prw'ton,	4.17	e[peita	hJmei'"	oiJ	zw'nte"	oiJ	perileipovmenoi	a{ma	su;n	aujtoi'"	aJrpaghs
ovmeqa	ejn	nefevlai"	eij"	ajpavnthsin	tou'	kurivou	eij"	ajevra:		kai;	ou{tw"	pavntote	su;n	kurivw/	ejsovmeqa.	
4.18	$Wste	parakalei'te	ajllhvlou"	ejn	toi'"	lovgoi"	touvtoi".	
	 5.1Peri;	de;	tw'n	crovnwn	kai;	tw'n	kairw'n,	ajdelfoiv,	ouj	creivan	e[cete	uJmi'n	gravfesqai,	5.2aujtoi;	ga;r	
ajkribw'"	oi[date	o{ti	hJmevra	kurivou	wJ"	klevpth"	ejn	nukti;	ou{tw"	e[rcetai.	5.3o{tan	levgwsin,	Eijrhvnh	kai;	
ajsfavleia,	tovte	aijfnivdio"	aujtoi'"	ejfivstatai	o[leqro"	w{sper	hJ	wjdi;n	th'/	ejn	gastri;	ejcouvsh/,	kai;	ouj	
mh;	ejkfuvgwsin.	5.4uJmei'"	dev,	ajdelfoiv,	oujk	ejste;	ejn	skovtei,	i{na	hJ	hJmevra	uJma'"	wJ"	klevpth"	katalavbh/:	
5.5pavnte"	ga;r	uJmei'"	uiJoi;	fwtov"	ejste	kai;	uiJoi;	hJmevra".	oujk	ejsme;n	nukto;"	oujde;	skovtou":	5.6a[ra	ou\n	
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mh;	kaqeuvdwmen	wJ"	oiJ	loipoiv	ajlla;	grhgorw'men	kai;	nhvfwmen.	5.7oiJ	ga;r	kaqeuvdonte"	nukto;"	kaqeu
vdousin,	kai;	oiJ	mequskovmenoi	nukto;"	mequvousin:	5.8hJmei'"	de;	hJmevra"	o[nte"	nhvfwmen	ejndusavmenoi	
qwvraka	pivstew"	kai;	ajgavph"	kai;	perikefalaivan	ejlpivda	swthriva":	5.9o{ti	oujk	e[qeto	hJma'"	oJ	qeo;"	
eij"	ojrgh;n	ajlla;	eij"	peripoivhsin	swthriva"	dia;	tou'	kurivou	hJmw'n	!Ihsou'	Cristou'	5.10tou'	ajpoqanovnto"	
uJpe;r	hJmw'n,	i{na	ei[te	grhgorw'men	ei[te	kaqeuvdwmen	a{ma	su;n	aujtw'/	zhvswmen.	5.11Dio;	parakalei'te	
ajllhvlou"	kai;	oijkodomei'te	ei|"	to;n	e{na,	kaqw;"	kai;	poiei'te.	

	 	

BODY
When Jesus comes...:
 Although many aspects of the coming of Christ are contained in scripture I want to highlight four of the 
more basic points taught by the Word of God.

I.  ...God’s Kingdom will be full established.
 Human efforts have sought for centuries to establish an ideal society on earth. Nearly every US presi-
dent has developed some slogan to underscore this goal: New Deal, Fair Deal, New Frontier, Great Society. 
But no amount of human effort has brought humanity even close to this goal. Only God can accomplish it, 
and will do so at the end of time.

 The Kingdom of God on earth will be the realization of a desirable society: Rev. 20:1-7:1

 1 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the bottomless 
pit and a great chain. 2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the Devil and Satan, and 
bound him for a thousand years, 3 and threw him into the pit, and locked and sealed it over him, so 
that he would deceive the nations no more, until the thousand years were ended. After that he must be 
let out for a little while. 4 Then I saw thrones, and those seated on them were given authority to judge. 
I also saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their testimony to Jesus and for the word of 
God. They had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads 
or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 5 (The rest of the dead did 
not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy 
are those who share in the first resurrection. Over these the second death has no power, but they will 
be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him a thousand years.

 The Kingdom will be dramatically brought into completion: Rev. 19:11-16:
 11 Then I saw heaven opened, and there was a white horse! Its rider is called Faithful and True, 
and in righteousness he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head 
are many diadems; and he has a name inscribed that no one knows but himself. 13 He is clothed in 
a robe dipped in blood, and his name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies of heaven, wear-
ing fine linen, white and pure, were following him on white horses. 15 From his mouth comes a sharp 
sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron; he will tread the 
wine press of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh he has a name 
inscribed, “King of kings and Lord of lords.”

The coming of Christ will bring righteousness and peace to the people of God.

 1Isaiah 11:1-10 (NRSV): 1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow 
out of his roots. 2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit 
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 3 His delight shall be in the fear of the 
Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4 but with righteousness he 
shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of 
his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his 
waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 6 The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down 
with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the 
bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing 
child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 9 They 
will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea. 10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 11 On that day the Lord will extend his hand yet a second 
time to recover the remnant that is left of his people, from Assyria, from Egypt, from Pathros, from Ethiopia, 
from Elam, from Shinar, from Hamath, and from the coastlands of the sea.
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II. ...God’s people will fellowship with Christ.
 1 Thess. 4:16-18:2

16 For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s 
trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, 
who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we 
will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.

 The central goal of every Christ is to know Christ and to experience Him in increasingly deeper ways in 
one’s life. Paul makes this clear in Phil. 3:8-11:

8 More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus 
my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that 
I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the 
law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10 I want 
to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like 
him in his death, 11 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

In the coming of Christ we will move into the deepest level of that relationship with Christ. And we will do so 
without all the problems of a sinful world and without the presence of evil seeking to destroy this relationship 
with Christ. 

III.  ...Certain signs with indicate His return.

 No one knows the exact time: Matt. 24:36
36 “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father.

 Certain broad signals of the approach of the return of Christ are given in scripture:
 1. Mental state of the world.
  Distress & perplexity: Luke 21:25

25 There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations 
confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves.

  Broken relationships: Matt. 24:10
  10 Then many will fall away, and they will betray one another and hate one another.

 2. Moral state of the world.
  Days of Noah & Lot: Luke 17:26-30

26 Just as it was in the days of Noah, so too it will be in the days of the Son of Man. 27 They were 
eating and drinking, and marrying and being given in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 
and the flood came and destroyed all of them. 28 Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot: they 
were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building, 29 but on the day that Lot left 
Sodom, it rained fire and sulfur from heaven and destroyed all of them 30 — it will be like that on 
the day that the Son of Man is revealed.

 2Rev. 19:6-10 (NRSV): 6 Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the sound 
of many waters and like the sound of mighty thunderpeals, crying out, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the 
Almighty reigns. 7 Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and 
his bride has made herself ready; 8 to her it has been granted to be clothed with fine linen, bright and pure”— 
for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. 9 And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those 
who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are true words of God.” 10 
Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant 
with you and your comrades who hold the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the 
spirit of prophecy.”
 1 Cor. 15:49-53 (NRSV): 49 Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the 
image of the man of heaven. 50 What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We 
will not all die, but we will all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For 
the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For this perish-
able body must put on imperishability, and this mortal body must put on immortality.
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 3. A Falling away
  Matt. 24:11-12

11 And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. 12 And because of the increase of 
lawlessness, the love of many will grow cold.

  1 Tim. 4:1-3
1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will renounce the faith by paying attention 
to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, 2 through the hypocrisy of liars whose consciences 
are seared with a hot iron. 3 They forbid marriage and demand abstinence from foods, which God 
created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth.

 4. Increase of lawlessness
  Matt. 24:12

12 And because of the increase of lawlessness, the love of many will grow cold.

  2 Tim. 3:1-5
1 You must understand this, that in the last days distressing times will come. 2 For people will be 
lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, 
ungrateful, unholy, 3 inhuman, implacable, slanderers, profligates, brutes, haters of good, 4 treach-
erous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 holding to the 
outward form of godliness but denying its power. Avoid them!

 5. Coming of scoffers
  2 Pet. 3:3-4

3 First of all you must understand this, that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and indulging 
their own lusts 4 and saying, “Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since our ancestors 
died, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation!”

 6. Rise of the Antichrist3

  2 Thess. 2:3-4
3 Let no one deceive you in any way; for that day will not come unless the rebellion comes first 
and the lawless one is revealed, the one destined for destruction. 4 He opposes and exalts himself 
above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, de-
claring himself to be God.

 7. World wide evangelism
  Matt. 24:14

14 And this good news of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the world, as a testimony to 
all the nations; and then the end will come.

 At God’s timing, Jesus will suddenly appear
 3Rev. 13:1-6:  a beast: 1 And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads; and 
on its horns were ten diadems, and on its heads were blasphemous names. 2 And the beast that I saw was like a 
leopard, its feet were like a bear’s, and its mouth was like a lion’s mouth. And the dragon gave it his power and 
his throne and great authority. 3 One of its heads seemed to have received a death-blow, but its mortal wound 
had been healed. In amazement the whole earth followed the beast. 4 They worshiped the dragon, for he had 
given his authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast, and who can fight 
against it?” 5 The beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was allowed to 
exercise authority for forty-two months. 6 It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against God, blaspheming 
his name and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in heaven.
 Rev. 13:7: great persecution of saints: 7 Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer 
them. It was given authority over every tribe and people and language and nation, 8 and all the inhabitants of 
the earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation of the world in the 
book of life of the Lamb that was slaughtered. 9 Let anyone who has an ear listen:
 Matt. 24:21-22: 21 For at that time there will be great suffering, such as has not been from the begin-
ning of the world until now, no, and never will be. 22 And if those days had not been cut short, no one would 
be saved; but for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short.
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  1 Thess. 5:2
2 For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.

IV. ...We must be prepared.

 Paul stresses preparation for the return of Christ through faithful commitment to the Lord.
 1 Thess. 5:4-8

4 But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5 for you are all chil-
dren of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6 So then let us not fall 
asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 7 for those who sleep sleep at night, and 
those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on 
the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation.

 Jesus emphasized the same point with the image of being watchful in Matt. 24:42-44
42 Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But understand 
this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have 
stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, 
for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.

CONCLUSION
 Note the similar admonition at the end of each of the two paragraphs in our text:4

  4.18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.
  5.11 Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.

 The coming of Christ brings us encouragement and hope as the people of God. Jesus has promised 
to return. And when He does, evil will be destroyed, the wicked will be condemned to Hell, and believers in 
Christ will move into the eternal blessing of the presence of Almighty God. We will be free at last from all the 
sin and evil that we have to live in today. 
 Praise God! Our prayer should be the one Paul used to close 1 Corinthians: “Maranatha” (maravna	qav;1 
Cor. 16:22). This means, “Come Lord Jesus, come!” 

 4	4.18	$Wste	parakalei'te	ajllhvlou"	ejn	toi'"	lovgoi"	touvtoi".
  5.11	Dio;	parakalei'te	ajllhvlou"	kai;	oijkodomei'te	ei|"	to;n	e{na,	kaqw;"	kai;	poiei'te.	


